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Welcome

Josh Potosek, Sullivan County Manager

Introduction of State & Local Leaders
Mark Dorr, President, New York State Hospitality & Tourism Association
Presentation of State and Regional Issues

Mark Dorr, President, New York State Hospitality & Tourism Association

		

Roberta Byron-Lockwood, President & CEO, Sullivan County Visitor Association

Warren Hart, Director, Greene County Economic Development & Tourism
Rick Remsnyder, Director, Ulster County Tourism
Ray Pucci, President, Delaware County Chamber of Commerce

Roundtable Discussion
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Statewide Issues
Short-Term Rentals

NYSH&TA is working toward legislation that would regulate the use of short-term rentals statewide. The
legislation, which is currently being updated following numerous meetings with the Senate and Assembly,
would require… a short-term rental registry, as well as safety requirements, insurance minimums, and sales
and occupancy tax compliance that would put short-term rentals on even footing with hotels, motels, and
bed and breakfasts. Currently, short term rentals are largely unregulated outside of New York City. The
legislation supported by NYSH&TA would not affect the significant work accomplished in New York City,
and would allow municipalities to opt into regulation.

Hotel Liquor License Definition

The Governor’s Executive Budget Proposal contained a provision which would change the definition of
a hotel under the NYS Alcoholic Beverage Control (“ABC”) Law to eliminate the requirement for hotels
to have a restaurant in the building of a hotel. This proposal would allow hotels with just a “market” or
“suite shop” in the lobby to obtain a hotel liquor license in New York. This change would be incredibly
beneficial to hotel businesses throughout the State, as they would be able to sell alcohol in the “market”
or “suite shop” that guests could then take back to their rooms or other areas of the hotel. NYSH&TA has
been actively seeking to gain support for the proposal in both Houses of the Legislature. The Senate
included this proposal in its one-house budget.

Matching Grants Funding

The Tourism Matching Grant program is a local assistance program that is utilized by the county and
regional tourism entities to work in conjunction for advertising, research, promotion and tourism marketing
programs. Further, the program leverages private investment, as every dollar expended will be matched
by an industry participant to promote, market, and provide jobs across New York. The Tourism Matching
Grants Program has been a significant revenue source, and job creator for State and local governments,
which has been a critical investment in the tourism industry. NYSH&TA has requested $5M in funding for
the Tourism Matching Grants Program, which represents a $1.2 million increase from the Governor’s
Executive Budget Proposal. The Senate included and Assembly have included at least the $5M in their
one-house budgets.

Therapy Dog Workgroup

NYSH&TA is supportive of S7319 (Marchione)/ A8926 (Titone), which would require the Commissioner
of the Department of Agriculture and Markets to convene a workgroup to study the necessity of statewide
standards for the certification, training, and evaluation of therapy dogs. This bill would be a positive step in
recognizing the differences between service and therapy animals, and would help to set clear boundaries
to the accommodations of therapy dogs.

Call-In Pay Regulations

NYSH&TA submitted technical comments and participated in conversations with the Department of Labor
regarding their new Call-In Pay proposed regulations. The comment period for the regulations closed in
January, and no further information on the proposed regulations has been released since the comment
period closed. Right now, this only includes the Miscellaneous Wage Order.

Tip-Wage Credit Hearings

On January 25th, the Governor announced a series of hearings to examine the elimination of minimum
wage tip credits. NYSH&TA will have the opportunity to prepare testimony for the hearing, and voice our
opposition to the proposal. NYSH&TA is also actively working with other like-minded groups in forming
opposition to the potential proposal.
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Regional Issues from Catskill Association for Tourism Services
Catskill Association for Tourism Services

The Catskill Association for Tourism Services (CATS) is responsible for the promotion of the Catskill Region;
Delaware, Greene, Sullivan, and Ulster counties, as a tourism destination. 15.5% of all employment in the
Catskill Region is generated by tourism, with a combined payroll of $557 million. The tourism industry
generated almost $83 million in local taxes and over $69 million in state taxes, with a tax savings of $1,096
per household. Located within a 100-mile radius of 40 million people, the assets of the Catskills host millions
of visitors a year. The tourism industry in the Catskills is a vital part of the economic health of the Catskill
counties. Further investment in the tourism industry of the Catskill Region is necessary to insure the
continued growth and vitality of this economic engine.

Regional Partnerships

It is important to continue working on regional partnerships with Catskill Watershed Corporation, Catskill
Center, Catskill Interpretive Center, Catskill Park Advisory Committee and Coalition regarding Catskill Park
Action Day and requesting funding for outdoor recreation and tourism advertising.

Interstate 86

The completion of the conversion of Rte. 17 to I-86 is imperative. Recognition as a national highway is
important to the tourism industry of the Catskills. It enhances the visibility of the national grid of investors
as well as the traveling public.

Support of the Regional Economic Development Council
CONUS Per Diem Upgrades
Broadband Throughout the Catskills
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About Sullivan County Catskills Visitor Association
The Sullivan County Catskills Visitor Association is a membership organization dedicated to the promotion
and service of the tourism industry of Sullivan County, New York.
About Catskill Association for Tourism Services
The Catskill Association for Tourism Services (CATS) is responsible for the promotion of the Catskill Region;
Delaware, Greene, Sullivan, and Ulster counties, as a tourism destination.
About Delaware County Chamber of Commerce
The purpose of the Delaware County Chamber is to assist businesses by providing access to resources,
contacts and business development tools that support and grow business in the Delaware County region.
With more than 1,300 Members the Delaware County Chamber of Commerce can accomplish collectively
what no one business can do alone.
About Greene County Economic Development & Tourism
Green County Economic Development & Tourism is a tourist information center that is devoted to the
service and promotion of the tourism industry in Greene County, New York.
About Ulster County Tourism
Ulster County Tourism is dedicated to the promotion of all there is to see, do, and explore in Ulster County,
which is just 90 miles north of Manhattan.
About New York State Hospitality & Tourism Association
The New York State Hospitality & Tourism Association (NYSH&TA) is a not-for-profit trade organization
representing nearly 1,100 member businesses and individuals in the lodging and attractions industry.

